[The effects of cholestyramine on pancreatic secretion].
The objective was to evaluate the effect of biliary salt depletion on morphology and function of the exocrine pancreas. Cholestyramine (15 g/day) was given during fifteen days to male Wistar rats in order to evaluate changes in pancreas weight as well as in enzymatic content of pancreatic tissue and duodenal juice (amylase, lipase and trypsinogen); in duodenal juice, bile salt concentration was also measured; Moreover ultrastructure of the exocrine pancreas was studied. Our results show an increase in pancreas weight in rats treated with cholestyramine, with a significant increase of amylase (p < 0.05) and trypsinogen in pancreatic tissue (p < 0.01), and of lipase in duodenal juice (p < 0.05). Ultrastructural changes were absent. It is concluded that cholestyramine, probably through a bile salt depletion, stimulates pancreatic function and growth, as well as lipase secretion.